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The writer has found nothing in his studies of sleep and its dis¬ 
turbances to support the idea that the condition known as narcolepsy 
is a distinct neurosis or disease. Bonar. 

THERAPY, 

69 Zur Indicationen der Beschaftigungstherapie bei functionel- 
len Nervenkrankeantzen (On the Indications for Occupation 
Treatment in Functional Neuroses). Vogt (Wiener-Klin-Rund¬ 
schau, 1900 XIV., 2 and 3). 

After a pretty thorough review of the subject, the author draws 
the following conclusions: 1. Work as a curative measure is only to 
be taken into consideration when it is desirable to distract the pa¬ 
tient's attention from himself, to furnish a healthy outlet for a desire 
for activity, and to procure relief from depressive feelings, where this 
is not being accomplished by the present occupation of the patient. 

2. Work is only indicated in so far as it takes into account the ex¬ 
istence of any condition of exhaustion and does not tend to produce 
such a condition. 

3. In akinesia algera and in hypochondriasis, occupation therapy 
has proved of but little use. 

On account of the fleeting character of its symptoms, nosophobia 
needs no work cure. 

Occupation therapy is a very important aid in neurasthenias with 
a tendency to hypochrondriacal introspection, and especially when cer¬ 
tain physical symptoms remain after a neurasthenia. In imperative 
conceptions the work cure is of only secondary importance. In severe 
hysteria occupation may prove a most important curative factor. For 
many psychopathic individuals work may prove a great blessing. 

Allen. 

7 °« Erfahrungen in der Beschaftigung von Nervenkranken 
(Experiences in Employment for Nervous People). A. Groli- 
mann (Psychiatrische Wochenschrift, June 3, No. 8-9). 

This article is a short account of Grohmann's experiences in his 
method of employment therapy in cases of nervous affections. Groli- 
mann’s ideas are set forth in 'his book—“Technisches und Psycholo- 
gisches ? in der Beschaftigung von Nervenkranken—Bericht an die 
yErzte,” which as a new departure in neuro-therapeutics should be 
read by all neurologists. The conclusions as set forth in this paper 
are derived from one hundred and six patients and six years' experi¬ 
ence. ^ The average duration of the treatment in each case at Groh- 
mann’s institution was six months. 

The results in general were good enough to convince Grohmann of 
the correctness of his theory. Some of his failures were due to the 
unfitness of the patients sent to him for treatment. In almost all 
patients who remained long enough there was a definite change to be 
observed, as they became accustomed to the simplified manner of liv¬ 
ing. The normal degree of fatigue which the patients obtained by 
means of manual labor made sleep and rest easy for them. In some 
cases, the habit of masturbation declined considerably; in other cases, 
a general physical improvement was observed. Alcohol was absolutely 
interdicted in all cases. Among the most favorable results were some 
cases of acute insanity in young adults—some cases of imperative ideas 
in hysterical and imbecile individuals. Especially gratifying was the 
success attained in several cases where the patients were manifestly 
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unfitted for the profession which they were following. By a change to 
a suitable employment a great improvement took place. The article 
concludes' with this sentence: “Altogether I believe that the employ¬ 
ment therapy for nervous people is a test of great patience and endur¬ 
ance.” Whoever feels that he has the necessary patience and interest 
will be able to help many people. The method as yet cannot be used 
in a large way. Schwab. 

71 Des injections sous-arachnoidiennes (Subarachnoidal Injec¬ 
tions). A. Sicard (La Presse Medicale, May 17, 1899, p. 229). 

The author, believing that Quincke’s spinal puncture should be of 
therapeutic as well as diagnostic value, has undertaken to study experi¬ 
mentally the results of injections into the membranes of the spinal cord 
and of the brain. In performing these operations he has always 
exposed the dura mater in order to be certain that the needle punctured 
it. Various difficulties were experienced in different regions. Intra¬ 
cranial injections were rendered more difficult on account of the resist¬ 
ance and elasticity of the dura mater beneath which the liquid would 
accumulate in masses. In order to reach between the atlas and occip¬ 
ital bone, it is necessary to destroy a large amount of tissue, and lower 
in the spinal column there is often danger of severe hemorrhage, 
and difficulty in keeping the wound clean subsequently. However, as 
soon as the cannula is properly inserted, the injections can usually be 
made readily. He found that liquids injected into the subarachnoid 
cavity were usually absorbed, but somewhat slowly. Various sub¬ 
stances were employed, and it was found that in dogs considerable 
elasticity existed; permitting an injection into a dog weighing 15 kilo¬ 
grams of as much as 200 ccm. of saline solution, without the production 
of any symptoms. If, however, the injection is continued until as 
much as 250 or 350 ccm. has been employed, death usually occurs, occa¬ 
sionally with convulsions. Injections of oily substances, such as olive 
oil, to the amount of 30 ccm. usually produce difficulty and sometimes 
paralysis of the respiration. Injections of large quantities of air usu¬ 
ally produced epileptic convulsions. Small quantities were usually 
absorbed. Various toxic substances, such as morphine, were injected, 
and it was found that they produced paralysis often localized to the 
point in which the injections were made, particularly in the lumbar 
region of the cord. An injection of microbes merely showed what an 
important part the cerebrospinal fluid played in their distribution. In 
the case of a patient suffering with tetanus, anti-toxin was injected 
into the lumbar region without any bad effects, and the patient 
remained alive for three days. Sicard calls attention to the recent 
employment of cocaine as a general anesthetic by injecting solutions of 
the drug into the subarachnoid space of the cord, and has repeated 
these experiments with success upon animals. Sailer. 

72. Bromipina NELL* epilessia (Bromipine in Epilepsy). P. Bodoni 

(Rivista di Patologia nervose e mentale, 4, 1899, p. 390). 

Bodoni reports on eight cases of epilepsy treated with this drug. 
By reason of its slow elimination and because it is irritating to the 
stomach, he believes it to be inferior to the bromides as usually pre¬ 
scribed, and that it is therefore not to be especially recommended. 

Jelliffe. 



